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plain from an anecdote in Boccaccio which I shall give ;
and some corroboration of such reports, at any rate as
applied to Guido's youth, seems capable of being gathered
from an extremely obscure poern, which I have trans-
lated on that account (at p. 420) as clearly as I found
possible. It must be admitted, however, that there is to
the full as much devotional as sceptical tendency implied
here and there in his writings ; while the presence of
either is very rare. We may also set against such a
charge the fact that Dino Compagni refers, as will be
seen, to his having undertaken a religious pilgrimage.
But indeed he seems to have been in all things of that
fitful and vehement nature which would impress others
always strongly, but often in opposite ways. Self-reliant
pride gave its colour to all his moods ; making his ex-
ploits as a soldier frequently abortive through the head-
strong ardour of partisanship, and causing the perversity
of a logician to prevail in much of his amorous poetry.
The writings of his contemporaries, as well as his own,
tend to show him rash in war, fickle in love, and pre-
sumptuous in belief ; but also, by the same concurrent
testimony, he was distinguished by great personal beauty,
high accomplishments of all kinds, and daring nobility
of soul. Not unworthy, for all the weakness of his
strength, to have been the object of Dante's early
emulation, the first friend of his youth, and his precursor
and fellow-labourer in the creation of Italian Poetry.
In the year 1267, when gui do cannot have been much
more than seventeen years of age, a last attempt was
made in Florence to reconcile the Guelfs and Ghibellines.
With this view several alliances were formed between
the leading families of the two factions ; and among
others, the Guelf Cavalcante de' Cavalcanti wedded his
son Guido to a daughter of the Ghibelline Farinata degli
Uberti. The peace was of short duration ; the utter
expulsion of the Ghibellines (through French interven-
tion solicited by the Guelfs) folio wing almost immediately.
In the subdivision, which afterwards took place, of
the victorious Guelfs into so-called ' Blacks * and
J Whites', Guido embraced the White party, which

